Proposal:








02/23/09 

Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization in Medieval and Renaissance Studies

I.  Description of its purpose, including anticipated benefits for participation:

The Graduate Interdisciplinary Specialization in Medieval and Renaissance Studies would recognize the considerable interdisciplinary preparation demanded of world-class medievalists and scholars of the Early Modern period.  The texts and objects created in these eras, which are separated from the present by considerable geographic distance and many centuries, need to be understood in their complex cultural contexts.  Historians need proficiency in ancient, medieval and modern languages to apprehend these texts, as well as the scholarship surrounding them; philologists and scholars of literature, philosophy, theater, the arts, and music likewise need a thoroughgoing appreciation of the historical milieu from which the objects of their study emerge, and to which they react.  The Interdisciplinary Specialization would assist students in designing an effective program for achieving their goals of becoming scholars capable of teaching and doing research in these disciplines. It would encourage students to go beyond the confines of their own departments to seek skills in languages, codicology and the history of the book, and to discover the sources and materials, and the discursive and bibliographic methods of other disciplines. In short, it would provide more realistic context and preparation for the diversity of knowledge and interdisciplinary relationships anticipated of medievalists and early modernists, no matter the more narrow field of interest and specialization.

The Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies (CMRS) currently offers a graduate certificate, requiring 45 hours of coursework: 22 from within the student’s department, and 23 from outside departments.  Demonstration of proficiency in Latin (or another approved medieval or Renaissance language, in consultation with the advisor) is required, and those credit hours taken to achieve proficiency (typically on the order of 20-30 credits) are not counted.  We have found that, despite strong enrollments of graduate students in departments affiliated with the CMRS, only a handful find themselves able to complete the certificate requirements during the time allotted to advanced MA and PhD coursework, typically a period of 2-4 years.  Moreover, many departments (such as the languages, philosophy, and linguistics) do not offer sufficient graduate-level course offerings in a given 2-4 year span for students to accumulate the requisite 22 credits from their home disciplines.  A more streamlined option has been needed for some time. It would co-exist with the more rigorous certificate option, more appropriate for the most advanced and motivated students.

II.  Description of Proposed Curriculum

A.  Principal Learning Objectives
1.  Disciplinary objective: Students will explore the sources and methods of analysis of medieval or early modern texts and objects of their own departments.

2. Interdisciplinary objective: Students will explore the sources and methods of analysis of medieval or early modern texts and objects of a discipline outside their own.

3.  Methodological objective: Students will gain skills in analyzing and interpreting historical objects, in particular in codicology (the study of books as physical objects) and paleography (the reading of historical handwriting).

4.  Linguistic objective: Students will demonstrate proficiency in a transnational scholarly language appropriate to the student’s program of study, enabling them to study primary texts and objects directly, and enhancing their research potential and breadth of knowledge of the culture and modes of expression of the periods.

5.  Professional objective: Students should participate in the extra-curricular scholarly activity of the Center, such as the annual lecture series, internal colloquia, and reading groups. They will be invited to participate in lunches and discussion groups with visiting professors.

B.  Course Requirements: 20-23 credits

1.  Disciplinary coursework:

All tracks: at least two approved courses from the home department (600-level or above only), 7-10 credits.

2.  Interdisciplinary coursework:

All tracks: at least one approved course from another department, 3-5 credits.

3.   Methodological coursework:

Medieval focus: MRS 610, Manuscript Studies


Renaissance focus: MRS 611, History of the Book


Non-Western or Outside Specialists: either course, in consultation with advisor.

4.  Language Prerequisite: to be determined in consultation with the advisor based on student’s principal area of study.  


Western Medieval focus: Latin. MRS 631 Medieval Latin or equivalent.


Western Early Modern focus: Classical Neo-Latin or Greek, one course at the 200-level or beyond. 


Non-Western Medieval and Early Modern focus: 

Middle Eastern regions: Classical Arabic 626, 627, or 628 or equivalent

East Asian regions: Classical Chinese 601 and 602, or equivalent

Slavic regions: Old Church Slavonic, SLAV 810

Students with a primary focus in other periods: a medieval language in consultation with advisor.
 

Suggested: MRS 631 Medieval Latin; also possible might be 

ENG 710 Old English

FR 716.01 Old French

FR 716.02 Old Occitan

GER 801 Middle High German

GER 802 Old Saxon and Old High German

GER 694 Intro to Old Norse

JAP 601, 602, 603 Classical Japanese

KOREAN 753  Classical Korean

SLAV 810 Old Church Slavonic 
Sample Programs
For a PhD student in English with a focus in Middle English:


1a.
ENGLISH 713 
Middle English


1b.
ENGLISH 716 
Intro to Medieval English Literature


2.
HISTORY 706
Medieval History


3.
MEDIEVAL 610
Manuscript Studies

Prereq.

MEDIEVAL 631 
Medieval Latin

For an MA student in Italian with a focus in the Renaissance:

1a.
ITALIAN 622

Boccaccio and Petrarch


1b.
ITALIAN 625 
Italian Literature of the Renaissance


2.
HISTART 718
 
Studies in Italian Renaissance Art


3.
MEDIEVAL 611
History of the Book

Prereq.

GREEK 221

Attic Greek

For a PhD student in Germanic Language and Literature with a primary focus on nineteenth-century reception of medieval German texts:

1a.
GERMAN 802 
Old Saxon and Old High German 

 
1b.
GERMAN 970 
Seminar in Older German Literature to 1700 

2.
COMP STUD 541 
Myth and Ritual 

3.
MEDIEVAL 610
Manuscript Studies

Prereq.

GERMAN 694 
Intro to Old Norse

For a PhD student in Slavic and East European Languages and Literatures with a primary focus in linguistics:


1a.
SLAVIC 812

Readings in Church Slavonic texts

1b.
SLAVIC 861 

History of the South Slavic languages 

2.
GERMAN 806 
History of the German Language 

3. 
MEDIEVAL 610
Manuscript Studies

Prereq.

SLAVIC 810 

Old Church Slavonic

For a PhD student in Japanese with interest in comparative dramatic literature:

    
1a. 
JAPANESE 753
Studies in Japanese Drama
    
 1b. 
CHINESE  874
Traditional Chinese Drama

     
 2. 
ENGLISH 720 
Renaissance Drama 

     
 3. 
MEDIEVAL 611
History of the Book

Prereq.
 
CHINESE 601, 602
 Classical Chinese

For a PhD student in musicology with a primary focus on contemporary choral music:


1a.
MUSIC 740

Medieval Music


1b.
MUSIC 742

Baroque Music


2.  COMP STD 651R

Topics in Comp. Studies: Reformation Culture


3.  MEDIEVAL 610 

Manuscript Studies

Prereq.
     MEDIEVAL 631

Medieval Latin

C.  List of approved elective courses, by department 

Greek and Latin

611 Studies in Greek or Latin Epigraphy 

812 Studies in Greek or Latin Paleography and Textual Criticism 

571, 572 Fundamentals of Latin for Graduate Students 

625 Readings in Post Classical Latin 

660 Special Topics in Latin Literature 

628 Byzantine Greek Prose 

Comparative Studies

504 The Arthurian Legends 

541 Myth and Ritual 

577 Studies in World Folklore 

651 Topics in Comparative Studies

825 Sacred Biography and the Cult of Saints

Dance

601.05 Supplemental Studies in Dance, Historical Dance (1-5hrs) 

658 
Early Ballet History 

East Asian

East Asian 677 Performance Traditions in Contemporary East Asia    

Japanese 601 
Classical Japanese I

Japanese 602 
Classical Japanese II

Japanese 603 
Classical Japanese III
Japanese 654 
Japanese Literature: Classical Period

Japanese 655 
Japanese Literature: Medieval and Edo Periods 

Japanese 681 
History of the Japanese Language
Japanese 751
Studies in Japanese Poetry

Japanese 752 
Studies in Japanese Prose Literature

Japanese 753   Studies in Japanese Drama
Japanese 877
Topics and Problems in Japanese Literature

Chinese 651
History of Chinese Literature
Chinese 601
Classical Chinese (first level)
Chinese 602
Classical Chinese (second level)

Chinese 652 
History of Chinese Literature II
Chinese 653 
Classical Chinese Literature in Modern China  
Chinese 871
Traditional Chinese Poetry   
Chinese 872 
Traditional Chinese Prose   
Chinese 873 
Traditional Chinese Fiction   
Chinese 874 
Traditional Chinese Drama   
Chinese 879 
Seminar in Chinese Literature 
Korean 600 
Performance Tradition in Contemporary Korea 

Korean 654     Korean Literary Tradition

Korean 753
Readings in Korean Literary and Classical Texts

Korean 654
Korean literary tradition 

English

513 Introduction to Medieval Literature 

515 Introduction to Chaucer 

520 Shakespeare 

521 The English Renaissance 

522 Early 17th Century Literature 

562 Studies in English and American Drama 

H590.01 The Middle Ages 

H590.02 The Renaissance 

710 Introduction to Old English Language & Lit. 

713 Introduction to Middle English Language 

716 The Middle Ages 

718 Chaucer 

720 Renaissance Drama 

727 Literature of the 16th Century 

728 Literature of the 17th Century 

774 History of the English Language 

779.01 Rhetoric: Classical to Early Renaissance 

779.02 Rhetoric: Renaissance to 20th Century 

817 Seminar in Early Medieval English Literature 

818 Seminar in Later Medieval English Literature 

820 Seminar in Shakespeare 

827 Seminar in English Renaissance Literature 

872 Seminar in the English Language 

900 The Long Seminar: Research in Literary History, Theory, and Forms I 

901 The Long Seminar: Research in Literary History, Theory, and Forms II 

French and Italian

French

631 French Literature (2-5 hrs.) 

650 Survey of Medieval French Literature

652 Early Modern French Literature 

716.01 Introduction to Old French 

716.02 Introduction to Medieval Occitan 

741 Topics in French Culture and Civilization 

821 Masterworks of Medieval French Literature 

822 Topics and Problems in Medieval French Lit. 

823 Topics and Problems in 16th C. French Lit. 

824 Topics and Problems in 17th C. French Lit. 

831, 833 Seminar in French Literature 

850 Seminar in French Linguistics 

Italian

621 Dante 

622 Petrarch and Boccaccio 

625 Italian Literature of the Renaissance 

692 The Romance Languages

711 History of the Italian Language: Introduction

732 Seminar in Italian Literature

German

660 Masterpieces of German Literature 

740 Development of German Narrative Prose 

741 Development of German Drama 

750 Periods of German Literary History: 800-1400 

751 Periods of German Literary History: 1400-1700 

801 Middle High German 

802 Old Saxon and Old High German 

803 Gothic 

806 History of the German Language 

970 Seminar in Older German Literature to 1700 

980 Seminar in Germanic Philology 

History

503.02 Early Roman Empire, 31 B.C.-A.D. 180 

503.03 Later Roman Empire, A.D. 180-476 

504.01 War in the Ancient Mediterranean World 

505.01 Early Byzantine Empire, 330-843 AD 

505.02 Later Byzantine Empire, 843-1453 AD 

506 History of the Early Christianity 

507 History of the Medieval Christianity 

508.01 Medieval Europe I (300 1100) 

508.02 Medieval Europe II (1100-1500) 

508.03 Medieval England 

509.01 Italian Renaissance: 1400s, Communal Age to Quattrocento 

509.02 High Renaissance and Beyond 

511 The Reformation 

512.01 Early Modern Europe, 1600-1775 

514.01 Tudor and Stuart Britian, 1500-1700 

523 Women in the Western World: Ancient Civilization to the Industrial Revolution 

The following courses up to 551 count as Non-Western 

536 History of Russia to 1725 

540.01 Islamic Society, 610-1258 

540.02 History of Iran 

540.03 Ottoman Empire, 1300-1800 

541.01 Islamic Spain and North Africa 

543.01 Ancient India, 2500 BC to 10th -11th Centuries AD 

543.02 Islamic India, 1000-1707 

547.02 History of Imperial China, 221 BC to 1800 AD 

551Africa before Colonial Rule 

580.01 History of European Warfare from the Renaissance to 1870 

676 Topics in Women's History 

706.01 Advanced Readings in Medieval History 

706.02 Late Medieval Paleography and Diplomatics (3hrs) 

710 Studies in Renaissance or Reformation History 

712 Studies in Early Modern European History 

726 Studies in Jewish History (Non-Western) 

727 Studies in Islamic History (Non-Western) 

753 Studies in the History of Religion 

767 Studies in Military History 

781 Studies In Women's History 

800 Seminar in Renaissance and Reformation History 

801 Seminar in German History 

802 Seminar in Russian and Soviet History 

803 Seminar in British History 

804 Seminar in East Central European History 

805 Seminar in French History 

807 Seminar in Medieval History 

827 Seminar in the History of the Islamic World (Non-Western) 

862 Seminar in Jewish History (Non-Western 

881 Seminar in Women's History 

History of Art

515 Renaissance Art in Italy 

525 Medieval Art 

603 Architecture of the Middle Ages 

604 Renaissance Architecture 

605 Baroque Architecture 

623 Hellenistic and Roman Art 

624 Early Christian and Byzantine Art (Non-Western) 

625 Romanesque and Gothic Art 

627 Northern Renaissance Art 

628 Precursors to the Renaissance Art of Italy 

629 15th Century Italian Art 

630.01 Florentine and Roman Art of the 16th Century 

630.02 Venetian and North Italian Art of the 16th C. 

631 Baroque Art in Italy, France, and Spain, 1590-1700 

632 Rubens, Rembrandt and their Workshops 

633 Realism and Symbolism in Netherlandish Art 

651 Romanesque and Gothic Sculpture 

652 Medieval and Renaissance Manuscript Illumination 

663 Early Islamic Art (7th-13th Centuries) (Non-Western) 

664 Later Islamic Art (14th-18th Centuries) (Non-Western) 

678.01 Chinese Painting to 1368 (Non-Western) 

717 Studies in Medieval Art (3-5hrs) 

718 Studies in Italian Renaissance Art (3-5hrs) 

724 Studies in Northern Baroque Art 

725 Studies in Italian Baroque Art 

747 Studies in Late Gothic and Northern Renaissance Art (3- 5hrs) 

824 Problems in Northern Baroque Art 

917 Seminar in Medieval Art (2-5hrs) 

920 Seminar in Italian Renaissance Art (2-5hrs) 

Linguistics

611 Introduction to Historical Linguistics 

801 Historical Linguistics I 

802 Historical Linguistics II 

Music

647 Individual Composers: Their Lives and Works 

650 History and Literature of Choral Music 

670 Medieval, Renaissance, and Baroque Musical Instruments (3hrs) 

740 Studies in Medieval Music 

741 Studies in Renaissance Music 

742 Studies in Baroque Music 

826 Development of Music Theory I (to 1400) 

827 Development of Music Theory II (1400-1700) 

847 Development of Notation: (900-1600) 

848 Advanced Studies in Notation 

Near Eastern, Judaic and Hellenic Languages and Literatures

Arabic

611 History of the Arabic Language 

626 Introduction to the Qur'an 

627 Classical Arabic Poetry 

628 Classical Arabic Prose 

671 The Qur'an in Translation 

811 Seminar in Arabic Studies 

Hebrew

611 History of the Hebrew Language 

671 The Problem of Evil in Biblical and Post- Biblical Literature 

721 Studies in Hebrew Poetry 

811 Seminar in Hebrew Studies 

Yiddish

611 History of the Yiddish Language 

721 Studies in Yiddish Literature 

811 Seminar in Yiddish Studies 

Philosophy

602 Medieval Philosophy 

801 Seminar in the History of Philosophy 

Slavic and East European Languages and Literatures

Classes under this department as Non-Western Russian

820 History of the Russian Language (3hrs) 

823 Development of the Russian Literary Language 

827 Topics in the History of Russian 

829 Old Russian Literature: 15th-17th Centuries 

Slavic

810 Old Church Slavonic 

812 Readings in Church Slavonic Texts 

834 Old Slavic Literature: 9th-14th Centuries 

861 History of the South Slavic Languages 

862 History of the West Slavic Languages 

Spanish and Portuguese

Spanish

551 Masterpieces of Spanish Golden Age Literature 

736 History of the Spanish Language 

739 Introduction to Medieval Spanish 

751 Medieval Spanish Literature 

752 Spanish Golden Age Literature 

761 Topics in Spanish Culture and Civilization 

836 Studies in Spanish Historical Linguistics 

839 Seminar in Spanish Linguistics 

851 Seminar in Medieval Spanish Literature 

852 Seminar in Spanish Golden Age Literature 

Romance Linguistics

811 Romance Linguistics I 

812 Romance Linguistics II 

831 Seminar in Romance Linguistics (3-5hrs) 

Theatre

531 Theatre Repertory I (classical Greece to the 17th Century) (3hrs) 

657 History of Costuming for the Stage (3hrs) 

671 History of the Theatre I (classical Greece tot he 17th Century) (3hrs) 

871 Greek, Roman, and Medieval Theatre (3hrs) 

872 European Renaissance & Baroque Theatre (3hrs)

III. Administrative Arrangements

The criteria for admission to the program are (as for the CMRS Graduate Certificate):

1. Admission to and enrollment in a graduate degree program in an affiliated department

2. Completion of one quarter of course work at Ohio State

3. Good standing in the home department and the Graduate School, that is, maintenance of a cumulative GPA of at least 3.0

4. Consistent, adequate progress toward the degree, as determined by the home department and the Center Graduate Studies Committee

5. Presentation to the Center Graduate Studies Committee of a plan of course-work that meets the program requirements outlined above

6. Permission of the departmental adviser and graduate studies director to undertake the certificate program

IV.  Plans to enroll students and prospective enrollment/ Targeted Student Populations

Masters and doctoral students pursuing Medieval or Renaissance Studies would be recruited for the specialization by faculty affiliated with the center through classes and advising, as well as through the CMRS web site.  Some of those students, if they discover the program early enough in their coursework, might instead elect to eventually fulfill the more advanced requirements of the certificate.  The interdisciplinary specialization also holds appeal for students who may be interested in Medieval or Renaissance Studies as an area for the PhD qualifying exams, and/or as a potential teaching area, but not as their principal field of study and publishing. 

Based on student and faculty profiles and also anecdotal expressions of interest, we anticipate drawing PhD students from the departments of History, History of Art, Musicology, English, French, Spanish, Slavic, Germanic Language and Literature, Near Eastern Language and Culture, East Asian, Philosophy, and Linguistics.

There are currently three students pursuing the certificate; based on current graduate student involvement with CMRS and interest expressed to the directors, we might anticipate 10-20 or more interested in pursuing the specialization.

V.  Letters of Support (attached)

VI. Participating Faculty

A. Primary Contacts:

Director of the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies:  Richard Firth Green, Professor of English, 308 Dulles Hall,  230 W. 17th Ave., green.693@osu.edu, 292-7495

Advisor for the GIS, Associate Director of the Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies: Sarah-Grace Heller, Associate Professor of French, 200 Hagerty Hall, 1775 College Rd., heller.64@osu.edu, 292-9139

B.  Affiliated Faculty

	department
	first
	last

	Comp Studies
	Daniel
	Reff

	Comp Studies
	Nina
	Berman

	Dance
	Karen
	Eliot

	East Asian Lang & Lit
	Meow Hui
	Goh

	East Asian Lang & Lit
	Naomi
	Fukumori

	East Asian Lang & Lit
	Chan-eung
	Park-Miller

	East Asian Lang & Lit
	Charles
	Quinn

	East Asian Lang & Lit
	Shelley Fenno
	Quinn

	East Asian Lang & Lit
	Patricia
	Sieber

	East Asian Lang & Lit
	Richard
	Torrance

	East Asian Lang & Lit
	Galal
	Walker

	English
	David O.
	Frantz

	English
	Richard Firth
	Green

	English
	Hannibal
	Hamlin

	English
	Christopher
	Highley

	English
	John
	King

	English
	Lisa J.
	Kiser

	English
	Ethan
	Knapp

	English
	Terence
	Odlin

	English
	Clare
	Simmons

	English
	Phoebe S.
	Spinrad

	English
	Luke
	Wilson

	English
	Karen
	Winstead

	English
	Christian K.
	Zacher

	English
	Richard
	Dutton

	English
	Leslie
	Lockett

	English
	Christopher A.
	Jones

	English
	Merrill
	Kaplan

	English
	Alan
	Farmer

	English
	Jennifer
	Higginbotham

	French & Italian
	Sharon
	Collingwood

	French & Italian
	Sarah-Grace
	Heller

	French & Italian
	Heather
	Webb

	French & Italian
	Bernadette
	Hoefer

	Germanic Lang & Lit
	Barbara
	Becker-Cantarino

	Germanic Lang & Lit
	Anna
	Grotans

	Germanic Lang & Lit
	Neil G.
	Jacobs

	Germanic Lang & Lit
	David N.
	Miller

	Germanic Lang & Lit
	Brikena
	Ribaj

	Germanic Lang & Lit
	Merrill
	Kaplan

	Germanic Lang & Lit
	Marilyn J.
	Blackwell

	Greek & Latin
	William W.
	Batstone

	Greek & Latin
	Frank T.
	Coulson

	Greek & Latin
	Fritz
	Graf

	Greek & Latin
	David E.
	Hahm

	Greek & Latin
	Sarah Iles
	Johnston

	Greek & Latin
	Gregory
	Jusdanis

	Greek & Latin
	Anthony
	Kaldellis

	Greek & Latin
	Richard
	Fletcher

	Greek & Latin
	Julia
	Nelson Hawkins

	History
	Kenneth
	Andrien

	History
	David
	Cressy

	History
	Stephen F.
	Dale

	History
	Robert
	Davis

	History
	Carter V.
	Findley

	History
	Carole K.
	Fink

	History
	Matthew
	Goldish

	History
	Timothy E.
	Gregory

	History
	John
	Guilmartin, Jr.

	History
	Barbara
	Hanawalt

	History
	Jane
	Hathaway

	History
	Joseph H.
	Lynch

	History
	Geoffrey
	Parker

	History
	Nathan
	Rosenstein

	History
	Dale
	Van Kley

	History
	Daniel
	Hobbins

	History
	Kristina
	Sessa

	History
	Scott
	Levi

	History of Art
	Howard
	Crane

	History of Art
	Benjamin
	David

	History of Art
	Mark D.
	Fullerton

	History of Art
	Monica
	Fullerton

	History of Art
	Barbara
	Haeger

	History of Art
	Arline
	Meyer

	History of Art
	Anne M.
	Morganstern

	History of Art
	James
	Morganstern

	History of Art
	Christian
	Kleinbub

	History of Art
	Marcia
	Kupfer

	Linguistics
	Brian
	Joseph

	Musicology
	Charles M.
	Atkinson

	Musicology
	Graeme M.
	Boone

	NELC
	Reuben
	Ahroni

	NELC
	Dick
	Davis

	NELC
	Daniel
	Frank

	NELC
	Parvaneh
	Pourshariati

	NELC
	Michael D.
	Swartz

	NELC
	Adena
	Tanenbaum

	NELC
	Sabra J.
	Webber

	NELC
	Georges
	Tamer

	Philosophy
	Tamar
	Rudavsky

	Philosophy
	Allan
	Silverman

	Philosophy
	David
	Sanson

	Philosophy
	Anthony
	Aumann

	Philosophy
	Sukjae
	Lee

	Slavic & EEL
	Daniel E.
	Collins

	Slavic & EEL
	Charles E.
	Gribble

	Slavic & EEL
	Brian
	Joseph

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Maureen
	Ahern

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Jonathan 
	Burgoyne

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Vicente
	Cantarino

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Lúcia Helena
	Costigan

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Elizabeth
	Davis

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Donald R.
	Larson

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Fernando
	Martinez-Gil

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Wayne
	Redenbarger

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Dieter
	Wanner

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Rebecca
	Haidt

	Spanish & Portuguese
	Salvador
	Garcia

	Theatre
	Alan L.
	Woods

	Theatre
	Joy
	Reilly

	University Libraries
	James K.
	Bracken

	University Libraries
	Nena
	Couch

	University Libraries
	Predrag
	Matejic

	University Libraries
	Geoffrey D.
	Smith

	University Libraries
	Anne
	Fields

	University Libraries
	Eric
	Johnson


� Languages such as Middle English, Middle French, or Renaissance Italian would not normally be considered, being close enough in syntax to the modern languages.
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